Example of Differentiated Instruction:    Focus on Key Learning Targets

Spanish American War:   Imperialism
Prepare a differentiated unit guide before unit instruction begins.  This will allow the classroom teacher, 

SpEd instructor, parents or others to do some pre-teaching.  The goal is for students to come prepared for 
the early class discussions already knowing some of the information.   Remember success breeds success.

The United States has often been accused of 'American imperialism,' a term that implies the United States asserts its authority by establishing economic or political dominance over other nations.
Select 3 – 5 key concepts, vocabulary words that are both important for understanding the unit and have long term use in understanding other topics.   Encourage vocabulary/concept development in at least two modes one should be linguistic and the other can be visual, kinesthetic, musical, etc.)
Key Concepts  (develop a short written and visual definition)
· Imperialism

· Colonialism

· Empire
· World War
For struggling readers: create a bulleted list of important details.  They need to read and understand the list in order
           to develop their own assessment questions.  
Students should be encouraged to also be reading material related to the unit that is at their Lexile level, but that 
           material is to enhance their understanding while also developing their strategic reading skills.  
The bulleted list is the basic framework of knowledge from which they will build understanding.
Spanish-American War:  History   (write three multiple choice or short answer questions and provide the correct answers to show your understanding of the basic history of the Spanish American War)
· Cuba began struggling for independence against Spain in 1895.
· Spain’s colonial power's brutal repression of the revolution earned the Cubans widespread American sympathy. 

· An unexplained explosion sank the American battleship Maine in the harbor off Havana, Cuba.

· The publicity about the sinking of the Maine increased the support of the United States for the Cubans in their revolution against the Spanish.

·  In 1898, the United States and Spain declared war on one another.

·  The conflict lasted just three months, 

· Fighting took place on the seas around Cuba and in the Pacific,

· The United States naval fleet took the Philippine Islands, a Spanish colony. 

· The US also gained the former Spanish possessions of Puerto Rico and Guam.

· While officially, Cuba was an independent nation after the war, U.S. troops occupied the island for four years 

· The US further increased its territory in the Pacific by annexing the country of Hawaii in a separate action during the war with Spain.
Providing ways to gather and learn material in visual ways often works well for struggling learners.  Here is where teacher constructed graphic organizers provide scaffolding support for students to access and demonstrate learning. (e.g. story map using plot structure, timeline, cause/effect T chart, cartooning, web to outline)
Create a Map of the World showing areas under United States control after the Spanish American War.
Interpreting Pictures:  Search the internet and find three pictures (photographs, drawings, maps, political cartoons) related to the Spanish American War.  
Write a caption that tells what each is portraying.   

                                                     (Possibilities:    Sinking of the Maine,  Teddy Roosevelt and the Rough Riders,)
Relevance needs to be built into each differentiated unit. When the student has finished learning this topic, reading this book, doing this experiment, completing this project….So What?  
Often students can better explain their thinking orally than in writing, so giving them the chance to conference with the teacher is helpful in determining what the student knows and can do.
Spanish American War:  Impact   (be prepared to explain orally or in writing at least 2 major impacts of the Spanish American War)
· The new territory promised markets, military bases, and influence overseas.

· The U.S. considered itself the major power in the Western Hemisphere (North and South America

· Other nations started to see the United States as a World Power: a country who could compete with the world-wide British Empire

· From the Spanish American War until today, the United States has played a major role in world affairs.

· Some people around the world have criticized the U.S. for becoming a similar Imperialist power as Spain was in 1898
Beyond the significance of the specific topic or concept, it is also important to try to build in a transferable life  or learning skill that will help students in the future.  
Look for a big picture outcome as well as specific ones related to the topic of the unit.

Impact of Media   (Bring in an example of current media coverage of the War in Iraq and/or Afghanistan.  Be ready to share your thinking about how the media influences people opinions about war.) 

· The Spanish American War was the first “Media War.”

· Newspaper owners William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer, journalism of the 1890s used melodrama, romance, and hyperbole to sell millions of newspapers--a style that became known as yellow journalism.

· William Randolph Hearst used his newspaper, The New York Journal to encourage Americans to support the war.

· He did this to sell newspapers and move himself into a position of national attention

· His newspaper used propaganda to encourage support for the war and to portray the Spanish as enemies of the United States. 

· Newspapers in the 1890’s used a style called “yellow journalism.”  This style included the use of:       
Melodrama  = Over the top presentation.  Everything is very black and white.  
                      There are bad people and good people. – nothing in between – no multiple points of view
                              Romance     =  Good people are the heroes; bad people the enemy.  The glory of fighting evil and
                                                           winning over the enemy is celebrated.
      Hyperbole   = Using exaggeration to make a point: Stretching the truth.  Telling a Tall Tale.
      Propaganda = Messages used to persuade and influence other’s thinking.
Examples of propaganda techniques

· Attacking your opponent instead of his ideas or arguments / demonizing the enemy / name calling
· Repeating a simple slogan enough times so that people believe it to be true

· Appealing to people’s fears and anxieties 

· Bandwagon:  proclaiming inevitable victory so call others to join the crowd on the winning side

· Disinformation:  withholding important facts or making false statements

· Flag-waving:  calling upon people’s patriotism to not question or challenge the matter in question
· Quotes Out of Context:  making the meaning of words come across as different then intended

· Red Herring: presenting data and information that is irrelevant and claiming it supports your idea

· Scapegoat:  blaming an individual or group that is not really responsible

· Testimonials:  quotes from people who lend support but may not really be experts or understand the issue
Students need not get all of this information at once.  It can be chunked and clustered into sub-sets.  However, it is essential that they have an over-all picture of what they need to demonstrate to be successful for this unit of instruction. The students and those supporting their learning need to have ample time to begin understanding the basics before the unit officially begins.  Pre-teaching is a key to success.
By pre-establishing the key learning targets, even if the student does not provide enough evidence of learning within the time frame of the unit of instruction, the work that needs to be done is already clearly identified and therefore those critical pieces still missing are what needs to be accomplished to move and INCOMPLETE grade to a passing one.

For this unit the expected evidence is:

· Definitions of Key Concepts – in both words and pictures
· Development of History Quiz with correct answers

· World Map showing American influence and empire after the Spanish American War

· Pictures with captions showing key aspects of the Spanish American War

· Explanation of major impact of the Spanish American War

· Example and exploration of media impact of current war coverage

Remember.  
An easy way to think about differentiation is that you can change”
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