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Learning Visit Questions to Consider

Inferences – Conjectures - Curiosities


BEFORE and AFTER LEARNING VISIT
Think about the following questions before a learning visit.  Record what you see /hear during the visit to spark dialogue.
     You might discuss them with the host teacher to determine which ones s/he is most interested in investigating with you.  These questions can also help you focus on different types of teacher and student behaviors and perceptions that you 
      might observe while visiting.                                

After a learning visit, but before the classroom teacher and observer begin their dialogue, each should spend a few 
      minutes in private reflection about one or more of the following question areas. 
      All inferences, conjectures, and curiosities should be based on evidence/experience from the observed lesson.
	Focus on the Teacher
	Focus on the Student

	· How does the teacher set up the learning task(s) for the lesson and clarify the learning goals to be accomplished?

· How and for how long does the teacher encourage students to be engaged privately with their learning before making their thinking public in pairs, small groups, and/or the whole class?

What structures support each student’s learning in these different groupings?

· What does the teacher do when a student seems to be stuck or to misunderstand?

· What questions, statements, and actions does the teacher use to focus students’ thinking, foster sense-making and challenge students to advance their cognitive skills?
· What does the teacher do to engage all students actively in the learning?
· How does the teacher provide opportunities for students to work through dissonance and disequilibrium in their learning process?

· How does the teacher honor and display student learning?  How are “public records” of previous learning used?  What routines or protocols seem evident in how this classroom works?
· What does the teacher say and do to close today’s lesson? What next steps might the teacher take to build upon today’s lesson and the students’ responses? How are students asked to reflect, self-assess or show accountability for their learning?
	· What do students say or do to indicate they understand the learning tasks and goals for the day?

· What do students do and say when asked to work:

                  Alone
                  In Pairs

                  In Small Groups

                  As Whole Class

· What do students say or do when they are confused or unable to move ahead with their learning?
· Specifically, what do students say/do that lets you know they are/are not making sense of the learning?  What correct and incorrect reasoning and processing are presented?  What seem to be the “boundaries” of the students’ understanding?
· What do students say/do as indicators the task has engaged them?  Has NOT engaged their thinking?  What might be the reasons for engagement and disengagement?

· What do students say or do when they are working to understand new information or processes? How do they share their AHA moments?

· What supports from the classroom structures and culture do students use to enhance their learning?

What artifacts of learning will each student provide?

· How do students know whether they have mastered the major learning goals for the lesson?  What are the students’ next steps to build on what they learned today?  How do they know what they are supposed to do with today’s learning?



