Small Schools Initiative helping Woodburn schools close gap
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WOODBURN — The Oregon Small Schools Initiative reported that students from low-income households enrolled in small high schools, including Woodburn High School, are closing the achievement gap.
 
Economically disadvantaged sophomores, for example, are on par with students throughout the state in math achievement, with 42 percent meeting or exceeding the state’s benchmarks. That’s up from 26 percent when the initiative began in 2005.
 
The Oregon Small Schools Initiative is administered by E3: Employers for Education Excellence, an Oregon-based not-for-profit organization founded in 1996 by the Oregon Business Council. E3’s mission is to dramatically improve student learning and achievement in Oregon schools.
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The $28-million initiative was generously funded by Meyer Memorial Trust and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.
 
Although the Initiative concludes in 2010, participating schools will continue building on the foundations already laid to advance professional development and classroom teaching and learning.
 
Currently there are 22 participating small high schools across the state located in Beaverton, Central Point, Eugene, Klamath Falls, McMinnville, Medford, Portland, Springfield and Woodburn. In celebration of the success of the Initiative and the schools, a statewide Initiative tour will take place in 2010.
 
Locations and dates will be released as events are scheduled.
 
Information on the Oregon Small Schools Initiative is located at the E3 web site, www.e3smallschools.org. The Oregon Timeline, Looking Back In Order To Move Forward, is available at . 

