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Superintendent pleased with the work going on at the WSD
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Walt Blomberg
Superintendent of Woodburn Schools

In my final year as superintendent of the Woodburn School District, I find myself periodically reflecting  back on the last six years. I can honestly say that I am proud of the progress the district has made. In that time, the percentage of 10th-grade students meeting the state standards in reading and math has more than doubled.

Students who have traditionally faced barriers to their education are also succeeding in the Woodburn schools. The percent of limited English proficient (LEP) students meeting the 10th-grade reading benchmarks has grown seven-fold and is double the state average for that subgroup of students.

The percent of students with disabilities meeting the 10th-grade reading and math benchmarks has tripled in the last few years. The percent of migrant and economically disadvantaged students in Woodburn also exceeds their peers around the state in every skill area tested.

I am equally proud that the percentage of white students (including students of Russian heritage), minorities in Woodburn, have also made significant gains in both reading and math. In fact, in the last four years the percentage of white students meeting the 10th-grade reading and math benchmarks has grown by 70 percent and in writing, the percent of white students meeting the standard exceeds the state average by 9 percentage points.

In addition to the improved achievement, the dropout rate has been lowered from almost 10 percent four years ago to under 3 percent.

More importantly, the graduation rate has increased from 65 percent to almost 90 percent since the transformation of the large high school into four small schools.

These results confirm that the efforts of our staff during my tenure have resulted in improved student engagement and achievement. While this is a source of pride, the results offer me no reason to be complacent or self-satisfied during my last year. The No Child Left Behind Act continues to raise the bar for academic performance and the Oregon State Board of Education will be raising the graduation requirements beginning with the class of 2012 (current 10th-graders). In addition to earning the required credits, those students will have to pass an essential skills test in reading. In 2013, a writing test will be added and in 2014, a math test.

As the bar rises for our students, so too must it be raised for ourselves. The Woodburn School District enrolls the largest percentage of “at-risk” students of any district in the state.

While I am pleased to say that our Hispanic, LEP, migrant and economically disadvantaged students are outperforming their peers around the state, our efforts to improve are far from over.

Ensuring that all students are successful, including those who continue to struggle to pass the state assessments, requires an ongoing commitment to high quality instruction, assistance for students beyond the regular work day and year and working closely with parents. No one wants to explain to a student’s parents that their son/daughter earned the necessary credits to graduate, but were denied a diploma because they failed to meet the minimum competencies in reading, writing and math.

With that said, I can assure you that in my final year, there will be no resting in the Woodburn schools. The work is too important, the stakes are too high and the staff too dedicated to the success of each student for that to happen. In fact, I am expecting this to be the best year yet … for me and the students of the Woodburn School District. 

