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WeBSS meets AYP standards

The school is the first high school to pass

· By: Charissa Bernard   

· Published: 9/16/2009 10:53:59 AM 

WOODBURN — For the first time in recent Woodburn School District history, a high school has met state academic standards. The final 2008-09 ratings for Oregon public schools under the federal No Child Left Behind standards were released Sept. 3, updating the preliminary ratings released in August.

Among these updates was information that one of Woodburn’s small high schools — Wellness, Sports, Business School (WeBSS) — showed adequate yearly progress (AYP) under state and federal requirements. 

In August, WeBSS was listed as having met the standard in both English language arts and math, but did not meet the graduation rate standard. Schools must meet the standard in all three areas to meet overall AYP.
According to district officials, a data-collection error led to this preliminary sub-standard graduation rate.

“(The state) didn’t have the correct data from the first year of our small school initiative (2006-07),” said WeBSS principal Casey Wooley Sept. 8. “It was just an error, and as long as we could provide them with the data, they could fix it.”

Wooley received confirmation Sept. 1 that his school’s graduation rates had been corrected, resulting in WeBSS meeting overall AYP for the first time ever. 

“It is probably the ultimate accomplishment for our school,” Wooley said. 

When this Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) testing for AYP began during the 2003-04 school year, Woodburn High School was a single school struggling to stay afloat. That year, 25 percent of the school’s 10th-graders met state standards on their reading tests and 20 percent passed the math test. Ninety-two percent of 10th-grade students who were limited in their English language proficiency (LEP) were not meeting the standard in reading and over 91 percent of these students did not meet in math. To combat these scores, among other issues, Woodburn High School split into four small schools and an alternative school in 2006. 

“I think it started off with the small school initiative, giving everybody a smaller group of students to focus on, so they don’t fall through the cracks,” said Wooley, who was hired as WeBSS principal in the fall of 2008.

In the most recent 2008-09 OAKS tests, released Aug. 31, 54 percent of 10th-graders in the Woodburn School District passed the reading test and 43 percent met or exceeded the math standard. At WeBSS, the numbers are even more impressive. Sixty-two percent of WeBSS 10th-graders met or exceeded the reading standard, along with 54 percent meeting in math.

As for those 10th-graders who are classified as LEP, 26 percent met the standard for reading in 2008-09 and 20 percent met in math. Forty percent of the LEP students at WeBSS met the reading standard and 34 percent met in math.

Wooley said his school meeting the standard is not by chance, but by hard work. 

“It’s not a guessing game; if you follow the data, it will tell you what you need to do and where you need to implement,” Wooley said, emphasizing the changes he and his staff implemented over the past year to help students. “The staff had some great intervention ideas and anytime you have that kind of desire and that kind of drive, if I can support the teachers and stay out of the way, good things can happen.”

These changes include Saturday school twice a month — voluntarily attended by 75 to 100 students each session; enrichment math and language arts classes offered during school for students who need extra help and a new focus on taking personal responsibility for one’s education. 

“What we really tried to focus on was a college-type atmosphere here at school,” Wooley said, emphasizing the importance of studying on weekends, creating study groups and being proactive. “The target for AYP keeps getting higher and higher, so we’ve got to become more efficient on how we offer enrichment classes to kids.”

Wooley credited his staff and the students for the hard work they put in to change the perception of WeBSS.   

“Unfortunately, I don’t think that WeBSS had the best reputation for being a high-achieving school, so we fought hard this year and last year to turn that around,” he said. “That’s why we were the first Woodburn small (high) school to meet AYP.”

While WeBSS teachers were elated to hear the news that last year’s 10th-graders had met the AYP standard, Wooley is already gearing up for the next challenge.

“I think I actually feel more stressed now, to tell you the truth,” Wooley said. “… Now the expectation is that we meet it every year, and that’s a tough expectation to live up to.

“It’s kind of like winning a championship. You enjoy it quickly, but you have to start preparing for the next year really fast.” 
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